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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON TO GIVE HONORARY DEGREE TO URSULA KING,
RENOWNED CATHOLIC SCHOLAR AND FEMINIST
DAYTON, Ohio - Theologian Ursula King, professor emerita and senior research fellow
at the University of Bristol, England, will receive an honorary doctorate of humane letters from
the University of Dayton on Jan. 30.
Following the degree presentation at 7:30p.m. in the Kennedy Union Ballroom, King will
speak on "Seeds of Peace in the World's Religions."
There will be several opportunities to meet King during her stay in Dayton. She will sign
copies of Christian Mystics. Their Lives and Legacies throughout the Ages at 7 p.m. on Monday,
Jan. 27, at Books & Co., 350 E. Stroop Road. As part of a ceremony launching UD's new
Women's Center, she will give an address, "Christianity and Feminism: Do They Need Each
Other?" at 7:30p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 28, in the Kennedy Union Ballroom.
All events are free and open to the public.
A Catholic scholar and feminist, King has written that spirih1ality is best approached
"through the image of a journey, as something to be explored and ventured, as a process of
growth and transformation."
Her own journey has included studies in Germany, France, England and India and works
in systematic theology, spirituality, religious pluralism and feminist theology. As the foremost
scholar on Jesuit thinker Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, King has led a new generation of readers to
an appreciation of Chardin's spirituality.
At the University of Bristol, King founded and directed the Centre for Comparative
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Studies in Religion and Gender and, from 1989 to 1997; chaired the department of theology and
religious studies. She has been a visiting professor in feminist theology at the University of Oslo,
held a chair in ecumenical theology and interreligious dialogue at Xavier University in Cincinnati
and served as the Bampton Lecturer at the University of Oxford. Since 1980 she has published
nine books, edited nine others and written chapters in more than 35 books and articles in more
than 70 academic journals.
Born in Germany, King studied at the University of Bonn, earned a licentiate in sacred
theology from the Institut Catholique in Paris, a master's degree from the University of Delhi,
and a doctorate from King's College at the University of London.
Our times, King has written, require "new theological and spiritual reflection .... We need
to see with mind and heart, and care with passion for the future of our world."
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